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CORRESPONDENCE COURSE OFN SEXANTOGRAPHY

Dear Friends,

lionths have gone by since you reccived my last letter and lesscn and I owe

you an explanation, During the last year I have been engaged in a struggle for
existence, which took all wmy time and resources, An cconomic recession swept
Australia and many thousands of people lost their jobs, including me, I decided
not to take any employment, but to start a business of my own, which should give
me the security and time to go on with my work Semantography. Now, after months
of hard work, I believe I have succceded and this lester to you is the first proof.

This course was started as a ploneering venture, I tried to find piloneers who
would go along with me and build up this new idea.. The first advertisement in
THE HUHANIST proved encouraging, and I used all the woney I had rcceived from you
to pay for advertisements in other journals, However, the slender means at my
disposal allowed only for small ads, and these proved ineffective, This 1088 tow
gether with my struggle for e livelihood put an end to further efforts, I got a
bit desperate and made a plea for help to the directors of the imerican Humanist
Association, I attach this plea and regret to say that it proved abortive, lore
and more do I realize that a man with an idea "ahead of its time" fases a hard
struggle, The more so do I appreciate your vision and interest,

Some of you bectme interested in my work because you arc acguainted with the
idea of General Semanties as developed by Alfred Korzybski. You mey have been
puzzled about my arguments in the last lessons concorning General Semantics,
Here is my explanation:

It 1s a fact that a newcomer in a field absorbs the work of the men who worked
before him in this field, The newcomer may realize deficiencies in the work done
and may try to overcome these deficiencies, He starts wherc the others have left
off, This process is called by Korzybski "Pimc-Binding! It was my great hope
that all the adherents of Gencral Semantios would be intercsted in my work as an
cxbension of Korzybski's work, and that support for my work will come forward,

Alas, it is also a fact that many people who are adherent of a theory, believe
that this theory is the ultimate wisdom, and that it cannot be bettered, They
will refuse to sce any deficiency and they will refuse to recognize the work of
& newcomer, This has happened with a number of prominent men working in General
Semantics, and one case is worthwhile telling here, because it represents an in-
teresting study,worthy of your thoughts,

Professor Oliver L. Reiser of the University of Pittsburgh is one of the few
men who will investigate any new ideca, He is a supporter of General Semantics
and he is a supporter of wy work, He urged prominent men of General Semantics
to take an interest in my work, As a result I sent some of iy work to lir, Hayakawa
who is Editor of the Gencral Semantics Magazine ¥I'C, In additicn, I wanted to
give him a short cut to the Semantics of Semantography as far as it differs with
regard to General Scmentics., Naturally, a critic of General Semantios is necessary
in order to show wherc Scmantography adds and improves the theory of meaning,
1 attach herewith this INTRODUCTION TO THE SHMANIICS OF SFMANTOGRAPHY, which I
consider an extension of wmy corrcspondence course lessons,

As you know, Hayekawa is the author of LANGUAGE IN ACTION, In this book Haya-
kawa gives orebasic advice to be remembered: Coviq is not Cowg is not Cowz, I too
have followed Korzybski in seying in Semantography:kan is not Mang is not Mang,
I used Hayskawa's cows to show the deficiency of Gencral Semantics, and the im-
provement by Semantography, The result was disastrous, Hayakaws was apparently
S0 much annoyed by this - he broke off relations, Other prominent men in the
field of Gencral Semantics who received the INTRODUCTION AND FIRST LESSON €0 THE
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE ON SEANTOGRAPHY remoincd silent,



