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Sydney 18th July 195 T

HARVARD UNIVERSITY ang SEMANTOGRAPHY

A Letter i o

Dr.James B.Conant
Pregident of

Harvard University
at present in Sydney

Dear 8ir,

TYou are the second man of Harvard University to be confronted with
Semantography.The first was Professor I.A.Richards Who,on hearing of my
“invention" ordercd immediately my work. Why?

Your crowded intinerary forbids me to anproach you in person. Indeed
I was regolved not to bother you at all.But all my good intentions broke
down,vwhen I readin today's Syiney Morning Hsrald an article titled:
"ILLITERACY" OF EXPERTS,containing the essence of two of your lsctures.

You spoke about the "lingua franca® to be crsated for teaching
scientists and non-scientists about one's another's methodsg.You said that
"chemists would move into the ficlds of other sciences';and I,a chemist
did just this.Lastly you gave thig warning:

"Scignce should maintain the spirit of originality of the
inventors,instead of being carried forward on tha monmentum of what
garlier inventors had achieved, "

Bertrand Russell was hem a year ago,examined my work and W rote,
that any assistance ogiven to it means "performing an important servics
to mankind". And I ber you S8ir,to give me the fow minutes necessary
to read this letter,and the introductory quotations t2 my forthcoming
lecture before the Physical Sociecty of the University of Sydney. Read
what Sir Richard Paget said about Leibnitsz the philosopher and mathema -
tician,Read what Leibnitsz prophesied ,and then read what Russcll gaid
about my work,

It was Profesgor I.A.Richards,who together with C.K.Ogdsan of Caom-
bridge wrote in 1922 in THE MBANING OF MBANING that Leibnitz' "speculative
consiruction...still remains where Leibnitz thus left it"- 300 years ago.

Semantography appears to bs the first practical realisation of
Leibnitz prophecy. ot only doés it offer unheard-of advantages for sciencc
and mankind. It teaches even the non-scientist,indecd even the people of
only primary school sducation,the scientific method,giving them a simple
Sementics and a new and simple~to-handle Logic.

I have worked it osut in 9 years,written = large work in 3 volumes
and ,but so far, no one but you has better formuloted my grentest handi-
cap,namely (see above) "Soience,..(is) beino carried forvward on the mo-
mentum of what earlier inventors had achiceved." The living inventor nmust
fight a desperate battle for recoznition.Well, I am lucky,I am getting
rzeognition,but sometimes I ask myself in desperation:"MUST MEN,WHO
PIONEER NEW IDEAS,BE DEAD FIRST oM

I hope you too will take an interest in my work. VYours Sincerely

PS. My best wishes for = safe homecmming, _
7 C,K.Blissg




